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Building a 

Coaching 

Presence

With coaching presence, the coach and client 
transcend from “doing” to “being”. It allows the 
client to connect with a deeper self (being) from 
the superficial one (doing). Coaching presence 
also contributes to higher-order trust between 
the coach and the client and leads to superior 
and lasting outcomes. Finally, coaching presence 
helps develop presence in the leaders you come 
alongside. With coaching presence, a coach 
innovates and demonstrates flexibility in the 
process and learning. A masterful coach with 
superior coaching presence can co-create the 
entire coaching experience in a magical fashion 
like building the aircraft while flying it.



Connecting 

to our being

I think…

I feel…

I need…

I want…



Connecting to our being as a coach

ICF Definition of Coaching:

ICF defines coaching as 
partnering with clients in a 
thought-provoking and creative 
process that inspires them to 
maximize their personal and 
professional potential.



Christopher McCluskey is President of Professional Christian 
Coaching Institute, the world’s largest Christian school 
aligned with the standards of the International Coach 
Federation (ICF). PCCI has trained thousands of life & 
leadership coaches in more than 40 countries and in many of 
the world’s most influential ministries and businesses. 

Frequently cited as the 'Father of Christian Coaching’, Chris 
pioneered the industry in the 1990’s and co-hosts the top-
rated podcast, Professional Christian Coaching Today. He is a 
popular keynote speaker, thought leader, media personality, 
and executive coach. 

He and his wife, Rachel, are best-selling authors of the 
marriage classic, When Two Become One, and are blessed 
with 7 children, a wonderful son-in-law and the cutest 
grandson you’ve ever seen.



Cheryl Scanlan is president of Way of Life 
Coaching, a coaching firm focused on professional 
and personal development. She has personally 
trained over 1,000 coaches and worked with 
hundreds of leaders logging over 7,000 hours of 
coaching. She also serves as Provost at Professional 
Christian Coaching Institute, overseeing their ICF-
approved curriculum and faculty.

Cheryl was an executive in a multi-million-dollar 
firm in New York, and combines a strong business 
acumen with a passion for the Christian coaching 
industry to facilitate the development of confident 
ambassadors for Christ in both corporate and 
ministry environments. She’s a certified Leadership 
Development Coach and a Master Certified Coach 
through the ICF, the highest level of achievement in 
coaching.

She lives in North Carolina with her husband, Tom, 
and together they have raised two boys.


