
Lessons on Life and Leadership
Lesson 6... Avoid Pride and Boastfulness

My favorite sport is handball. I enjoy the competition of playing hard to win the game. But no
mafter how much I practice, my natural athletic limitations often keep me from winning. My
opponent's superb athletic coordination gives him the edge over me.

I also know people whose intellectual knowledge is superior to mine, and others whose
mechanical skills or a(istlc abilities far surpass mine. I see them in action and think, "What a
wonderful gift." lt is a pleasure to see men and women using their Cod-given talents to the full.

On the other hand, I know there are areas in which I have abilities others do not have. ln either
case, should I feel inferior or superior?

I must avoid two hazards: 1) Lamenting over my lack or deficiency in skills by comparing
myself with others. 2) Being proud or boastful of my skills, accomplishments or knowledge in
those areas in which I excel. For who mnkes you dffirent from anyone else? Wat do you have
that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? -
I Corinthians 4:2.

It would be easy to become proud of our gifts and look down on those less capable. Or to be
impatient with one who does not think as quickly or deeply or analytically as we do. Or be
frustrated when they do not see things from our perspective. There is also the danger of
believing when we succeed in something that we have achieved it on our own. Conversely,
we might at times be tempted to feel inferior because we lack the skill or ability we see in
another person.

Who gave us our mjnds? Were we born into a certain culture, race or country by our decision?
Where do our natural abilities come from? From Cod, of course. So who are we to boast,
either outwardly or in our hearts? We can be pleased, but not proud. We can enjoy, but not
boast. We can use our gifts to the fullest, but not think less of another who cannot meet our
level of achievement. Pride is one oi the worst of sins, but genuine humility recognizes that
Cod is the giver of every good and perfect gift (James 1:17).

What then is our responsibility? We must develop our Cod-given gifts by whatever means -education, practice, focus and training. We are stewards, not owners of our gifts and
capabilities. Some gifts will dimlnish with age, poor health or injury. But we must not allow
them to deteriorate through lack of use, inflexibility or failure to grow. The same applies to the
inheritance of wealth or opportunities. These also come from Cod and we are responsible to
use them well.

So take joy in your gifts and openly rejoice in the gifts of others. You are a special and unique
creation of Cod. He is the source. We are the recipients of His grace and gifts. Acknowledge
this openly. But especially acknowledge it in your heart.

Lel not the wise nan boast of his wisdom or the strong nnn boast of his strength or the rich
man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands

and knows Me, that I am the LORD.... - Ieremiah 9:23-24.
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